
 
 

Statement from Former Deputy Attorneys General James Blake Brickman, Mark Penley, and 
Ryan Vassar, and former Director of Law Enforcement David Maxwell on February 21, 2022: 
 
On September 30, 2020, we along with four other senior members of Ken Paxton’s staff at the 
Office of the Attorney General, reported Ken Paxton’s and his agency’s corrupt and criminal 
conduct to the FBI. We were promptly fired, and we filed a lawsuit under the Texas 
Whistleblower Act.   
 
Since then, the whistleblowers have not made any public statements about the crimes 
committed by Ken Paxton and his office out of respect for the ongoing FBI investigation into 
Paxton and due to the pending lawsuit. Our preference was to remain silent while the wheels of 
justice turned, and our civil case progressed in the courts. However, in recent weeks, Paxton 
has made numerous false and misleading public statements that we feel obligated to correct.  
 
The people of Texas deserve the truth. Ken Paxton’s recent false and misleading statements 
include: 
 

• Radio interview on January 31, 2022: Paxton claimed that the whistleblowers “didn’t 
come to him”1 and “didn’t explain” the issues we had with his criminal behavior. This is 
not true. Our whistleblower complaint details specific dates of conversations with 
Paxton, where we confronted him with our concerns on multiple occasions over several 
months before reporting his and his office’s crimes to the FBI.2   
 

• Radio interview on January 31, 2022: Paxton claimed that “no one has ever disputed”3 
the one-sided report his own staff wrote about our allegations.  Again, this is false. 
Paxton’s self-exonerating report is directly disputed by the detailed allegations in the 
whistleblower lawsuit.  Unsurprisingly, Paxton’s report selectively ignored some of the 
most troubling allegations we reported to the FBI, like Paxton providing blatant political 
favors to a campaign donor—the same campaign donor who has admitted in sworn 
testimony to hiring a woman at Paxton’s behest, a woman with whom media reports 
reveal Paxton had an extramarital affair.4  
 

• Radio interview on January 31, 2022: Paxton accused the whistleblowers of “committing 
crimes and doing things that were illegal.”5 This is ridiculous. We confronted Ken Paxton 
about his and his agency’s corrupt and criminal conduct, and, when he would not abide 
by the law, we reported him to the FBI. Paxton is under criminal investigation, not the 
whistleblowers.  

 
1 https://omny.fm/shows/the-mark-davis-show/january-31-2022-8am-hour (minute 27:03)  
2 Paragraphs 48, 49, 73, 100 of the Petition (CAUSE NO. D-1-GN-20-006861, filed in Travis County 250th Judicial 
District)  
3 https://omny.fm/shows/the-mark-davis-show/january-31-2022-8am-hour (minute 27:40)  
4 https://apnews.com/article/us-news-ken-paxton-extramarital-affairs-austin-texas-
dc0c309fc829e62e5132aab56bcc686f  
5 https://omny.fm/shows/the-mark-davis-show/january-31-2022-8am-hour (minute 27:43) 



 
 

 
• February 9, 2022, interview with Texas Scorecard: Paxton said that he “didn’t create this 

issue…it was referred to me from Travis County.”6 Yet then-Travis County District 
Attorney Margaret Moore has refuted Paxton’s misrepresentations.  Contrary to what 
Paxton would have Texans believe,  it was Paxton who personally went to the Travis 
County District Attorney with the campaign donor and the campaign donor’s attorney to 
initiate the complaint. Ken Paxton most certainly “created” the complaint. And as 
Moore wrote in October 2020, Ken Paxton wanted the complaint immediately referred 
to his office.7 For Ken Paxton to now claim that he had nothing to do with the referral is 
false.  
 

• February 9, 2022, interview: Paxton falsely claimed that “the FBI had already infiltrated 
[his] office” before our report.8 On September 30, 2020, after we could not convince 
Paxton to abide by the law, and additional facts were revealed, the whistleblowers went 
to the FBI to report his and his office’s crimes. We had no previous contact with the FBI 
before that date and believe this was the first time the FBI became involved with the 
investigation of Paxton and his office.  
 

• February 9, 2022, interview: Paxton said that “even today, this is a year and a half later, 
we don’t know what the specific allegations are, no specific allegation, just you have 
done something wrong, now you are in trouble.”9 Not true. Paxton claims that he does 
not know what he is accused of, yet he and his taxpayer-funded staff wrote a 374-page 
manifesto purporting to exonerate him from those allegations.  Of course he 
understands the allegations.  The complaint in the whistleblower case includes detailed 
factual allegations and identifies at least six federal and state criminal laws that we 
accused Ken Paxton and his office of violating.10   
 

Ken Paxton is not faithful to the truth or the law. His and his agency’s primary defense to our 
whistleblower case is that the law does not apply to him. That is his stated position. Fortunately 
for the people of Texas, that argument has been rejected by the trial court and the court of 
appeals. But Ken Paxton’s cynical, baseless argument has won for him what he most wanted, a 
delay in the truth coming out so that he can travel the state misleading Texans.  
 
The most basic qualifications of an attorney general are respect for truth and respect for the 
law. Ken Paxton has neither. The day will come when Ken Paxton must testify under oath about 
his and his agency’s actions.  Until then, we call on Ken Paxton to start telling the truth to the 
people of Texas. 
 

 
6 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VLRDdupZSlU&t=3s (minute 25:53)  
7 https://www.kvue.com/article/news/politics/travis-county-da-responds-after-ken-paxton-allegations/269-
064d136c-e10a-41fe-a7e9-f78a81c0e2c0  
8 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VLRDdupZSlU&t=3s (Minute 26:00) 
9 Minute 26:22 
10 Paragraphs 86-92 of the Petition  


