
memo 

To: Interested Parties 

From:  Jim Wick, Partner, JTX Strategies, Inc. 

Date: 7/20/2022 

Re: Polling Analysis for City of Austin Housing Bond Possibilities 

 

Overview 

 

The City of Austin City Council is well-positioned to place an affordable housing bond item on the 

November 2022 ballot.  

 

JTX Strategies, Inc. was retained to conduct research on the possibility of a bond item for the ballot in 

November. The polling was conducted via live phone calls only, with the vast majority being cell phone 

calls. The calls were conducted between Friday, June 3 and Friday, June 10 of 2022. 500 registered voters 

who are very likely to vote in November were surveyed throughout the city, distributed geographically by 

district to match historic mid-term voting patterns. The survey has a margin of error of 4% at a 95% level 

of confidence. 

 

Two primary ballot measures were tested using the same language for each ballot measure, only changing 

the amount of the bond package. The two packages tested were $85 million and $250 million. Both 

packages tested well in the initial trial heat, at 62% and 60% Vote For, respectively. When including voters 

who said they were leaning toward voting for the package, those numbers increased to 67% and 68%. 

Half of the survey respondents were asked about only the $85 million measure, while the other half were 

asked only about the $250 million measure. 

 

The Electoral Environment 

 

Because of current events, including the reported state of the economy, inflation, and other factors, a 

battery of questions was presented to gauge the feeling of the electorate. While voters appear to be 

somewhat or very concerned about property taxes in Austin (83% concerned) and inflation in Austin 

(91%), they nonetheless feel very or somewhat optimistic about their personal or family financial situation 

(72%). Only 7% of voters feel very pessimistic about their future financial situation. 



2 

 

 

 

Voters Want Action from the City Council 

 

While only 35% of voters believe that the current housing market is a direct result of policies passed by the 

city council, 83% believe that the City of Austin government should be actively working to help make 

housing more affordable in the city.  

 

Informed Ballot Test 

 

Voters were presented with a series of positive and negative messages about a potential housing bond 

based on previous housing bond campaigns. Voters were also presented with potential costs for each of 

the bond packages. After hearing both positive and negative messages, voters were asked again, in the 

same exact same manner, how they would vote on a potential City of Austin housing bond. 

 

60% of voters said they would support an $85 million package, increasing to 64% with those who said 

they were leaning that way, and 59% of voters said they would support a $250 million package, increasing 

to 63% with those who said they were leaning that way. 

 

In both packages, the number of undecided voters was cut in half after presenting arguments in favor and 

in opposition to the bonds.  

 

Conclusion 

 

Opinion surveys throughout central Texas demonstrate that affordability and housing costs are top of mind 

for voters, and this survey is no different. Voters want action, and they have confidence in affordable 

housing bonds to make progress on the issue. While general economic concerns are also top of mind, likely 

voters in Austin report optimism about their personal and family financial futures. 

 

City of Austin voters are likely to pass a large affordable housing bond initiative this November, and the 

Austin City Council is well-positioned for success should they choose to place such an item on the ballot. 


