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September 1, 2022 

Amanda Lefton, Director  

Bureau of Ocean Energy Management  

Office of Public Affairs  

1849 C Street, NW  

Washington, D.C. 20240 

 

Tershara Matthews, Chief, Emerging Programs 

Office of Emerging Programs  

Bureau of Ocean Energy Management  

1201 Elmwood Park Boulevard 

New Orleans, LA 70123  

 

Via www.regulations.gov 

 

Re: BOEM’s Request for Comments on Its Preliminary Wind Energy Areas for the Outer 

Continental Shelf in the Gulf of Mexico, Docket BOEM-2022-0036-0001 

 

Dear Director Lefton, 

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the Bureau of Ocean Energy Management’s 

(BOEM) Preliminary Wind Energy Areas for the Outer Continental in the Gulf of Mexico. We 

appreciate the ongoing coordination between BOEM and the State of Louisiana on offshore wind, 

and we look forward to continuing that close coordination into the future on offshore energy 

production.  

We first want to commend BOEM for its diligent efforts to engage stakeholders, including 

state, local, and tribal government officials through the Gulf of Mexico Intergovernmental 

Renewable Energy Task Force as well as direct engagement with non-governmental stakeholders 

and the general public. BOEM’s engagement of existing users of the Gulf of Mexico is especially 

important. The Gulf Coast is a working coast, and engaging existing users of the Gulf of Mexico 

is critical to avoiding and minimizing potential conflicts. Stakeholder engagement must be an 

ongoing effort, but the outreach from BOEM to date has been greatly appreciated. 

The State is very supportive of BOEM’s overall effort to expeditiously bring offshore wind 

to the Gulf of Mexico. Offshore wind represents an opportunity for Louisiana to generate 

renewable energy; diversify the state’s energy portfolio; and provide local, regional, and statewide 

economic benefits. Louisiana also deeply values the conservation and restoration of its coastal and 

ocean resources and the commercial, recreational, economic, and scenic uses they provide. 

http://www.regulations.gov/
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The State is very supportive of the two Initial Wind Energy Areas, particularly the one 

south of Lake Charles, LA, and we urge BOEM to finalize those Wind Energy Areas and include 

all or parts of both WEAs in the Gulf of Mexico lease sale anticipated for early next year. 

Further, we strongly urge BOEM to identify and designate one or more additional Wind 

Energy Areas on the east side of the Call Area south of Terrebonne Bay and Port Fourchon. Based 

on BOEM’s suitability analysis, much of this far eastern portion of the Call Area is suitable for 

offshore wind development, including certain areas classified as having high and moderately high 

suitability.1 Based on conversations with stakeholders and developers, there is commercial interest 

in this eastern portion of the Call Area.  

BOEM expeditiously designating one or more additional WEAs on the east of the Call 

Area can help achieve national and state offshore wind and climate goals. Additional WEAs on 

the east side of the Call Area would help advance the Biden-Harris Administration’s goal of 

achieving 30 GW of offshore wind by 2030, Louisiana’s goal of achieving 5 GW of offshore wind 

by 2035, and our mutual goal of net zero emissions by 2050. Additional WEAs on the east side of 

the Call Area would also increase the potential for industry competition in future offshore wind 

energy solicitations, spurring investment in related infrastructure and strengthening supply chains. 

Strong competition, a clear pipeline of potential projects, and the development of robust supply 

chains can all help reduce overall project costs. Lastly, identifying one or more additional WEAs 

would further BOEM’s preference of maintaining leasing flexibility.2 

The size of an additional WEA on the east side of the Call Area should be supported by 

further analysis, but BOEM should not be constrained to areas larger than 40,000 acres. In 

evaluating potential WEAs, BOEM constrained its analysis to areas greater than 40,000 acres;3 

however, BOEM has already set a precedent for WEAs smaller than 40,000 acres. On March 29, 

2021, BOEM finalized the Fairways South WEA in the New York Bight, which is 23,841 acres 

and has an estimated wind energy capacity of 289 MW.4 A WEA greater than 40,000 acres may 

be appropriate on the east side of the Call Area, but if further analysis suggests otherwise, BOEM 

should still pursue a WEA smaller than 40,000 acres.  

The State of Louisiana would like to extend its gratitude to BOEM for the opportunity to 

comment on the prospective Next Steps for Offshore Wind Energy in Gulf of Mexico Commercial 

Leasing for Wind Power Development on the Gulf of Mexico Outer Continental Shelf Request for 

Interest filed in the Federal Register. The State respectfully requests that BOEM finalize the two 

                                                           
1 See BOEM Request for Concurrence on Preliminary Wind Energy Areas for the Gulf of Mexico Area 

Identification Process Pursuant to 30 C.F.R. § 585.211(b), Figures 8 and 9, pages 14 and 18, available online at 

https://www.boem.gov/sites/default/files/documents//Draft%20Area%20ID%20Memo%20GOM%20508.pdf 
2 See BOEM Request for Concurrence on Preliminary Wind Energy Areas for the Gulf of Mexico Area 

Identification Process Pursuant to 30 C.F.R. § 585.211(b), page 37, available online at 

https://www.boem.gov/sites/default/files/documents//Draft%20Area%20ID%20Memo%20GOM%20508.pdf 
3 See BOEM Request for Concurrence on Preliminary Wind Energy Areas for the Gulf of Mexico Area 

Identification Process Pursuant to 30 C.F.R. § 585.211(b), page 17, available online at 

https://www.boem.gov/sites/default/files/documents//Draft%20Area%20ID%20Memo%20GOM%20508.pdf 
4 https://www.boem.gov/sites/default/files/documents/renewable-energy/state-activities/NYBight-Wind-Energy-

Areas-Summary.pdf 
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Preliminary WEAs but also add at least one additional WEA on the east side of the Call Area, 

south of Terrebonne Bay and Port Fourchon. We greatly appreciate BOEM’s efforts to 

expeditiously develop offshore wind in the Gulf of Mexico, and we look forward to continuing to 

work together towards that goal. Thank you again for your consideration.  

Sincerely, 

 

 

_______________________________ 

Harry J. Vorhoff 

Deputy Director of Coastal Activities 

Office of Louisiana Governor John Bel Edwards 

 

 

 

 

 

 

_______________________________ 

M. Jason Lanclos, P.E. 

Director 

Louisiana State Energy Office 

Louisiana Department of Natural Resources 

 


